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Abstract

The work of spies is one of the most important ways and methods that states
have resorted to throughout history to confront enemies, especially at time of
hostility. This method was adopted at the Zanki and Ayyubid period of the
Islamic State, a time that witnessed most of the conflict between the Muslims
and Crusaders in the Levant. Many researchers and historians have studied
this conflict and dealt with it from historical, political, and military
perspective is chronological order. However, they have not analytically
examined the role of spies and their importance in the course of this historical
conflict, with the exception of some descriptive studies. Therefore, this study
titled “the Spies in the Levant at the Zanki and Ayyubid period of the Islamic
State” came to investigate the important role of the spies at that period, and
the most important means and methods that were used in that historical
period, which has a special effect of the live of the Muslim Ummabh.

This study consists of four chapters. The first chapter includes the linguistic
and historical origins of the work of the spies. In addition to the most
important attributes functions and duties. In addition, it discusses the subject
of spies in Islamic law through research and reasoning, verses from Qur’an,
Hadith, the views of scholars, letters, treaties, and the historical review of the
work of the spies since the dawn of Islam and the ending era of Abbasi, with
which this study begins after the end of this era. The second chapter addresses
the structure of Spies Apparatus at the Zanki and Ayyubid period of the
Islamic State. This Apparatus included mail unit, unit of carrier pigeon,
survey unit, unit of espionage, unit of ambushes, investigation unit,
translation unit, code and decoding unit, and the unit of political polarization.
The third chapter discusses the methods and means of action of the spies at
the Zanki and Ayyubid period of the Islamic State, which included ways of
deception and fraud, spyware, and other methods including the use of
civilians to obtain information, as well as military tactics. The fourth chapter
discusses the importance of the role of the spies in the conflict at the Zanki
and Ayyubid period, where this period had a prominent role in the battles and
acts of war, the protection of internal security, detect plots and counter
intelligence activities, the ability to break down the morale of the crusaders
and undermining their stability.

The result shows that the work of spies at the Zanki and Ayyubid period was
systematically planned and implemented within a clear framework, which
makes it important at conflicts at that period of time. The researcher strongly
recommends intensifying detailed researches and other studies on the work of
spies at the period of conflict between Muslims and Crusaders.
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